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uf Oneft Country-man, you are Wel- 
| come from London: Have you 
H brought Us as good a Cargoe 
News this Bout, as you did the laft? 
contry-m, \ think you are never fatisfied, | 
ought Thad brought you enough laft time 
» have kept you for a Forentghe at leaft 3 bue 
mare fo Greedy of Good News, that you 
wt have it without the permiflion of Wind 
od Weather, and that can t be done. I find all 
he Good News I brought you, confirm’d upon 
py Queens Gazette, and I am very well con- 
ted, | can Live the whole Winter upon 
hat we have received already, and yet I {hall 
every glad of more.——-But, Sir, I’m at a Lofs 
ponething ; | went tothe High Fliers Coffee- 
Houfe,where fome of thofeGentry were talking 
fthe Doctrine of Paffive Obedience and Non- 
vifance; and that none could Love God Al- 
pighty, the Queen, and the Church, who did 
pot acknowledge thofe DoGrines: I can’t tell 
hat they mean by ’em, but I looked for my 
Information into the Doétrines of the Church 
Mf England, contained in the 39 Articles, and 
there 1 could not find one Word mentioned of 
hele Do&trines. Pray, Sir, what do they mean 
by Palfive- Obedience, and Non-re/iftance. 
Obf. Paffive.Obedtence and Non-ve/iftance are 
ay opr Terms, andare quaint Expreffi- 
ons of Slavery, introduc’d by the Priefts 
of the Order of Tans he order to 
Mtroduce Popery into the Church, and Slave 
into the Stater “The Paffive-Obedient Price fthood 
tell you, that she Word of the King is the Law 
ofthe Land. that you owe unlimited Obedi- 
tice Without’ Referve to the Soveraign, be he 
te a Turk, or an Infidel; That all the 
Lands of i or are the Kings Lands; that 
be my i S tee Eftates, your Selves, your 
Wives, your Daughters, and Sons, at his Plea- 
fore, and that none Dares fay unto him, What 
doef thou? Nay, that he may cut your Throat, 
and that you ought not to life up your Hand 
him to fave your Life. 
Pe: intry-mm, Then,Sir, at this Rate they make 
ne to have the fame Power over me, as [ 
© over my Sheep, my Hogs, my Oxen and 
3; a King may Chickenize a Subje& at 
; avery fine Story, and thus Engli/h. 
a are Beafts. The Owners of thefe Doctrines 
os donbt are no lefs, as. one in the Coffec- 
at that timetold me, faid he, The Peo- 
De yonder that Preach up thefe Doéfrines are down- 
7 Beafts, and (hould you ftrip off their Cloaths, 
md find that Nature bas Imprinted on every one 








| Ff their Backs q Saddle, to. fhow that they are Beafts 
f Burden : Every one of ’em has two pair of | jaslibet. 


7 ol¢ belonging ro Humane Kind, and the 
‘ her to the Afs, which being long, ‘they tye 


coves die theit Poles, being unwilling to dif- 
ee res thelr Species ; ies thofe poor Crea 
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tures are Miferableiby the Jrrefifible Decree 
of Fate; if they are Born Slaves, they can’t help 
it: For my part, ! think ’em no better than 
Beafts, nay not fo good, for my Horfe will kick 
if | ftrike him, nay a Worm will turnif you 
tread upon it. I don’t believe this Doctrine, 
Ill affure you, and it fhal] never be an Article 
of my Belief, 

Obf. Self Prefervation is the fir ft Principle 
of Nature, and Self Defence is Natural to an 
Infant, it will hold up its Hand to ward off a 
Blow before it can fpeak a Word. The Enge 
lifh Conftitution is fuch as has been maintain’d 
by our Forefathers againft the Ulurpations of 
their Kings, and that by forceof Arms, Who- 
ever Reads the Barons Wars, and the Hiftery 
of King Sobn,wult acknowledge, that the Prin- 
ciples and Practices of the People of England in 
the late Revolution, were Conformable to thofe 
of their Anceftors, and that the Title of King 
William and Queen Aéary, and of her prefent 





Serene Majefty, being procured by the Peoples 
Defence of their own Rights, is the moft Le- 
gal and Durable; becaufe they coming to the 
Crown at the Expence of the Peoples Blood 
and Treafure, the People wiil be the more Vi- 
gorous in keeping whatthey have fo Dearly 
purchas’d; and whatever Pretenfions thefe Men 
may make to Loyalty in afferting thefe Doé- 
rines, its plain their Defign is againft Her Ma- 
jefty and Government. 


King Charles the Firit, 1 remember the very 
Words are thefe. And for your Defenfive War; 
as I do acknowledge it a great Sin for any King to 





oppofe the Church, fol bold it abfolut ely Unlawful 


War (tho Defenfive) againft their Lawful Sove- 
raign, againft which no le{s Proof will make me 


let me have your Opinion on this? 

Obf. I do believe it Unlawful for any Perfon 
or Perfons to take'up Arms by any Authority 
whatfoever againft their Lawful Soveraigns. 
But by a Lawful Soveraign we muft underftand 
a Prince that Governs according to Law; for 
when he ceafes fo to do, he does,as Calvin fays, 
Exuere Regem, he puts off the King, and purs 
on the Tyrant, and is no longer a Lawful Sove- 
raign; for the Engli/h Government is a mix- 
| sure of Soveraign Powers; and tho’ there may 
be a Superiority in Power amongft ’em, yet all 

them proceeding from the fame fource of 
Jattce, they cannot Legally deftroy one the 
other; nor can any one of thefe Powers Exe- 
cote their Authority, but witha Salvo Jure Cum 
juslibet, And they are fo Model’d or Temper’d 
as that they may Ballance one another; as the 
Epbort who Ballanc’d the Lacedemonian Kings 5 
 TheTribunes of the Peoplewho moderated the 










Roman Confels, and the Democarchi who were 
Maa, © | the 






Country.m. But they Quoted a Paflage of 


for Subjedis (upon any pretence whatfoever ) to make — 


yield, but Gods VVord. Pray, Mafter Obfervator, 
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the fame to the Senate of Athens; and in, all 
Regulated Governments, the Soveraignty is fo 
jatly divided, that no one Sharer in it can 
Legally Opprefs the others. 4 

The Government of England, is King or 
Oueen, Lords,and Commons, and the Soveraign- 
ty is fo difpofed, ‘that as the People are bound 
to bear true Allegiance to the King, and to de- 
fend the Prerogatives of the Crown ; fo the 
King cannot by his own Authority without 
Law Opprefs them by Disfrauchife, or any Me- 
thods Deftru ‘tive of their Native Rights: Aad 
when any King fhall endeavour by force of 
Arms to /nvade the Libertics of a Free People, 
itis then Lawful for themco defend themfeives 
and to Repel Force by Force. Our Hiftories 
abound with Notable Inftances hereof. And I 
could bring numerous Authorites of Great and 
Learned Men in Confirmation of this Point 
Butl fhall content my (elf with that of One on- 
ly, and he much admired by the Paj/five Obe- 
dient Clergy-men: I mean Hugo Grotins, who 
fays in his. Treatife, de Sure Belli & Pacts lib. 
1. Cap. 4. Se&. 13. Si Rex babeat Partem Im- 
perij, Partem alteram Populus, aut Senatus, XC. 

Poteft etiam Res fus-lmpert] Partem, Bells 
Fure, amittere, i.e. Jf a King has one part of the 
Soveraign Power, and the People or Senate, the 
other part; if the King fhould Invade that part 
which is none of bis own, juft Refiftance may be 
made againft him, becaufe fofar be bas no Autho- 
rity at all, which I Fudge to bold true, altho’ st be 
faid that the Power of making War is in the King , 
for that muft be undzrftood of a Foreign War, 
whes as otherwife, whoever bas a (hare in the So- 
weraignty cannot but bave alfo Authority to Defend 
it: Which when it fo falls out, the King may lofe, 
by the Right of War, bis own Share of the Soves 
vaignty, You find, tho’ our Paffive-Obedient 
Cletgy take their Socinian Tenents from Hugo 
Grotius, that they take their Pa/five-Obedtence, 
and Non-Refiftence from other Doétors of the 
Church. — . 

I think, Honeft Ccuntry-an, Bugo Grotius 
has faid for me, as much as I fhould have faid 
for my felf. What is niore abfard, than to 
affirm that the People.of England have Rights 
Liberties and Immunities, and at the fame time 
to fay, That they have no Authority to Defend 
thofe Rights? What does it fignifie for a Manto 
have a fair Eftate, if he has no Property in it ? 
For that is no Property, which is not Defenfi- 
ble: What is the greateft Peer of the Realm, 
bot Afagni nomin& umbra, an Empty Nothing? 
What is he that has che moft Lands of tnheri- 
tance, Mannors and Lordfh'ps, but a /ilais, if 
thefe Doétrines are Authentick? What are 
our Laws, the Great Charters of our Liberties, 





if they are not Fences fufficient to keep cur: 


Kings from Invading our Properties, and Free 
Birth. Rights ? Thefe are the Doctrines of the 
Shackle, the Fetters, the Gibbet and Bow-ftring. 

‘ Country.m, 1 know what fort of King thefe 
People deferve, that Preech.up fuch Detrines: 
But, Sir, Kiog Charles does here Acknowledge it 


a great Sin to Oxpofe the Church; is it oot as 


great a Sin " any King to Oppofe thie State; 
. Obf. 2 2m affraid thofe People have mif- qno- 
ted 4 Expreflion of the Royal Martyr. He 


was Head of the State as weil as of the Charch, 
Nay, if we compare greater things with leffer, 


the Laity of England are far more Nomerons 
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ter Share of Royal Favour; tho’ all Menig 
Capacity foever have a Title thereng,,. 
we may Queftion whether the Clerpy .j, 
times, were for the Doctrines of P,/7,, 
ence and Non Refiftance, and then we nes 
wonder at that Expreffion; but be jj, 1, 
will, affured we are, that no King cayo, 
the Church (by which / underftand the ;: 
ftant Religion as Profeffed by,and by Ly 
blifhed to Exglifkmen) without Oppofiag 
Civil Liberties: For our Religion, as iz % 
ty’d and Confirmed to us by the Laws y 
Anceftors, and Recognized by cur ow, 
is become our Property and Birth- Righ:. , 
a Sia againft the Church is equally commit 
againft the Le#ty and our Civij Conftitutin Him? 

Weare not to look into the SCTiptore: dlmmik 
the Englifh Conftitution, nor our Fre ain 
Rights and Properties: The Apofttes and pene 
of the Scriptures were none of ’em Engi) MEE 
and knew not the Aodus and Form of ogg 
veroment. The Commands of Obedicng 
Powers in the Scriptures are in General Ts 
and from thence we mutt conclude ont Nec, 
ry Obedience to our Lawful SOvervigns ae 
ding to the Form and Tenor of our Laws, 
the Eftablithment of our own Govern 
and no otherwife: And J defie any Manto! 
me from the Scriptures, that Pa/five-Obeii 
and Non-Refftance are Duties required of f 
léfhmen. | 

Country-m, But they fay thofe Dogring; 
Effential to Our Conjflitution, and that for 
your Arguments, the JVon purors are thebe 
fort of Clergy-men, and that they hope ing 
to fee them in Pofleflion of the Epéfcopal Se 
England. 


Obf. And Then the Prophefie of the fimple Coby 
Agawaum in America will be fulfilled viz, 
There is a Set of Bifbops y:t bebjnd, 
Will vide the Devil off bis Legs and break bis 
Such a Set of Bifhops would be the Ruine both df 
Church and Englifh Monarchy. I thall nor enquire how! 
thofe Dogtrines were inftrumenral in the Deftrodiondll 
Charles }. 1 was not acquainted with chofe times, being! 
fince the Reftoration, and the Accounts of thofe Das 
fo very partial on all fides, that litcle Credir is tobegr 
to any of them. It is much berter therefore for uste 
Conclufions from things within our own Knowledge,’ 
a fair Way of arguing from Occurences within the Meme 
of us all; and whoever will refle& on che Reign of tas 
happy Prince K. Famesit muft conclude chatche Dota 
of Paffive-Obedience andNon-Refiftance,were the Ruind 
Monarch; for indeed he did no more than what font 
our Clergymen told him he might do; tho’ they (pa 
wich aSalvo Jure co themfelves,yer it-was Lawful {orb 
to ufe the Laity at any rate, by taking away hei Gh 
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rers, or by any other extrajudicial Proceeding ; buthe® 
fortunately Sin'd againft a fore of People which mada 
Tranfgreffion unpardonable. (ae 
‘You maft farther confider that fuch of the Clg 
Preach'd up thofe Doétrines at that time, were much 
leffer part of the Cherch-men, and rhe moft Inconlide 
ble for Parts and Learning: They were bien of Ambinat 
Minds, greedy of Eccleftaffical Empire, and willing 0 § 
the Prince an Unlimited Power over the Bodies, prov 
they might have che fame Power over the Souls of Ne 
And thas by the refilefs Temper of their Minds, and¢ 
gerpurfuit of Church Honours, have ebey nor onlt ® 
the Thrones of Princes little betcer than Beds of Thorne 
but have often browghe them into a State liccle See™ 
to the meaneft of their Subjeds. oF 
Country m. can do ws no Mifchief in this 8 

| for Tam fure my Queen won't hearken to any of Ht 
Arbitrary Notions: — Af 3 


ENS! mons Lane neat Stepmey Church.isa convent: 8 
ie be Let with 2 good arate. Waft, houle, and otf 
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than she Clergy, & therefore may claim a grea- 
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{- ceffaries. Enquire at Hamdins Coffee house 1 50 
| Alley, by the Erchange. sponge eg? 
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